Manu SamhilA*                           \g

Now to return to the Samhita: From out of the body of
Brahm^, the unconditioned Self, was produced Ap*i (lit, water and
in that he cast his seeds which were formed into an egg, bright as
a thousand suns Then by dint of contemplation. Bramha trans-
formed himself into Hiranyasrarbha, the first embodied soul, and
in that egg Hiranyagarbha or Brahma was born. (See note J p. 5.)

Now let us examine what did the Rishi mean by Nara (water) ;
we learn from the Samhita that it is a kind of principle, which
emanated from the body of Nara, the universal substance whose
function is fluidity and mass-making {SamhaU}^ and in that prin-
ciple, the first material force {Sakti-ntpma-Kalluka) he cast his
seed. His seed developed itself into an egg resplendent as a thou-
sand suns, the primal globe of burning cosmic matter. Brahmi
(Prajapati of the vpanishads} by means of his objective mental
qualities entered that egg and was born in it as Brahmi or
Hiranyagarbha. The passage of the text elucidates that life was
inherent in the primal cosmic matter, or as Anandagiri in his
commentary of the Brihad Aranyaka Upanishad (Brahmana Hi,
S. 2*) expresses it, "this is likeness (identity) of life. This
identity is not merely found in the Jifferent bodies in proportion
to their size, because life has no shape and is everywhere/'

Why this seed was called an egg ? Because, like the impreg-
nated ovum, it was divided simultaneously with the commence-
ment of its evolution, and was subjected to the influences of two
polarities of life, motion or vibration, the Upasarpani and the
Apasarpani of the" Vais'eshika philosophy, the centrifugal and
centripetal forces in the material plane. The universal egg was
divided and broken in parts with which the first embodied soul
created the stars and the solar systems, etc. The text here is only
a poetic representation of the doctrine of the Vaiseshikat the atomic
theoi^r of ancient India, in which connection it may be said that
Kan&dafthe founder of the Vais'eshika, by pouring a few drops of
oil in a basin of water and by stirring it with a stick, first demons-
trated the origin of the worlds out of a primal globe of cosmic
master. Perhaps the term " Apa " .(water) in the text, the vehicle
of the primordial atoms, is so named after the water of Kan&d<*'$
experiment-basin.

The notion of Viraj% dividing his own substance into male and
female, occurs in more than one Purana, But the Manu Samhitd